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NYALPA busy during Department Convention

Anne Harrington
New president

of NYALPA

Julie Klezczewski
First Place winner for 
auxiliary newsletter

Howard Heyel
First Place winner for 

county newspaper

Dorolyn Perry
First Place winner for 

editorial writing

Emily Peters
Winner of $1,000 

NYALPA scholarship

As a service to the New York Department, the Press Association provides highlights of the 93rd Department Convention in 
this issue of The Voice. And what would a convention be without a parade featuring a host of bands and marching units. The 
Sandy Creek Comets (above) took a first place ribbon in the High School or Junior Band Category. Photos by Bob Stronach.
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From the desk of 
Michael duggan

treasurer

The 2011 Department convention is history and the 
New York American Legion Press Association ended 
another membership year, holding its own in members. 

Since the Press Association operates on membership 
dues, the five-year loss of about 75 individual mem-
bers and 50 post memberships equates to a decline in 
revenue of about $2250. The membership drop and low 
interest rates on our certificates of deposit had a direct 
effect on our budget, which I had to adjust downward.

The news is not all bad. In the past couple of years I 
have had 50 or so renewals at our convention. This year, 
with the help of 2010-2011 President Pat Rourk, we gar-
nered 60 renewals. That’s a 20% increase. The luncheon 
for the past couple of years had no more than 30 attend-
ees. This year we have 36; that’s also a 20% increase.

Your Critical Role as Communicator
Members of the Press Association are the communi-

cators for the American Legion at the local level. We are 
the people that have to get out in our legion communi-
ties and support the newsletter editors and webmasters. 
A word of encouragement at a county meeting goes a 
long way. Tell them what a good job they are doing and 
have them send the newsletter and websites in to state 
and national for judging. 

Speaking of communicators, the New York Press As-
sociation newsletter has a new editor and a new look. 
I’m sure Bob Stronach (EditorRob@yahoo.com) would 
like to hear from you. Pat Rourk (prourk@twcny.rr.com) 
has moved to the National American Legion Press As-
sociation as its new editor. I wish both men good luck.

Welcome President Anne
Congratulations to our new president, Anne Har-

rington, and her staff. Anne starts with a revised consti-
tution & bylaws and a promising increase in member-
ship. Please give her your support. 

By the way, kudos to Pat Rourk for having certificates 
of appreciation 
made at his own 
expense -- for each 
of the elected and 
appointed mem-
bers of his staff. 
In the photo Pat 
gives one to Judge 
Advocate Charles 
Mills (right).

Kevin and Anne Harrington

PRESIDENT
Anne Harrington		  Phone:  518-396-6215 
	 1467 Bame Rd	  Castleton, NY  12033-9654
SECRETARY
Kevin Harrington	 (2011-12)	 Phone:  518-423-3314 
	 1467 Bame Rd	  Castleton, NY  12033-9654 
TREASURER
Michael Duggan	 (2011-12)	 Phone:  716-675-0560
	 182 Cranwood Dr., West Seneca, NY 14224
HISTORIAN	
Barb Beebe	 (2011-12)	 (607) 349-8329
	 6 North Avenue	 Endicott, NY   13760-4113

VICE PRESIDENTS
Raymond Cook
Carl Griffith
Ed Mallicoat

DIRECTORS
Ray Beebe 	 (2012)
Rhonda O’Briski	 (2012)
Doreen Allen	 (2013)

Dolores Reed 
Patrick R. Rourk

Dorolyn Perry, 	 (2013)
Kenneth Governor	 (2014) 
Howard Heyel	 (2014)

APPOINTED OFFICES
FINANCE CHAIR
Timothy Kuhn
CHAPLAIN
Robert Conway
MEMBERSHIP
Mike Duggan
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Richard Calbo
JUDGE ADVOCATE
Charles Mills

NOMINATIONS
Al Paviglianti
FUNDRAISING 
Dolores Reed
WEBMASTER
Kevin Harrington
NEWSLETTER AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Robert Stronach

• Dolores Reed 
• Patrick Rourk

Anne hARRINGTON Leads NYALPA
Anne Harrington is the 

new president of the New 
York American Legion Press 
Association (NYALPA). 

A former NYALPA secre-
tary and vice president, she 
was elected for a one-year 
term during the annual 
awards luncheon and busi-
ness meeting held July 15 
at the Department Conven-
tion in Binghamton. Other 
newly elected officers are:

Vice Presidents: 
• Ray Cook      
• Carl Griffith 
• Ed Mallicoat 
Secretary: Kevin Harrington.
Treasurer: Michael Duggan.
Historian: Barb Beebe
Two director positions 

were up for election, with 
Howard Heyel and Kenneth 
Governor being elected for 
three-year terms.
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From the desk of 
Patrick Rourk
2010-11 president

Dear members:
Thank you, one and all. For 

what, you might ask? For renew-
ing your membership. As our trea-
surer is fond of saying, “we are the 
communicators.” The American 
Legion needs communicators so I 
thank you for fulfilling that role.

As your president, I had a good 
and rewarding year. If you have 
ever held office, be it president, 
commander or whatever, you 
know not all is the finest wines 
and most expensive flowers. 
I would like to publicly thank 
Robert Morrill, PDC, for his super 
help in the constitution-and-
bylaws arena. We are up to date 
and now cover all required parts 
of the law. 

Many others in the Associa-
tion have been of great help and 
I also thank them. Finally, I’d like 
to thank Michael Duggan for 
his esteemed assistance. Just one 
example: He arranged for our 
annual luncheon guaranteeing 
30 attendees. At the time he had 
18 confirmed members or guests. 
When the smoke cleared, we had 
36 attend the luncheon meeting. 
Mike managed to pay for only the 
guarantee. What a boon to the As-
sociation! 

My congratulations to Anne 
Harrington for being elected 
president for 2011-2012. Please 
give her and all the other officers, 
appointed or elected, the great 
support you have provided me.

Finally, I welcome Robert Stron-
ach as the new editor! Bob stepped 
up when I needed to ease out due 
to other Press Association require-
ments. Having seen some of the 
galley proofs for the next issue, I 
know that this was a great decision 
for the Association.

NYALPA Honors Legion Editors/Writers
NYALPA’s annual awards luncheon 

recognized the work of editors and writ-
ers around NY Department. Best Print 
& Electronic Media Contest winners are:

1. County/District Legion publica-
tion (category A1):

First Place: Howard Heyel, West-
chester Legionnaire.

2. Auxiliary/SAL publication for 
county or higher level (cat. A3):

First Place: Bruce Ruthven, The 
Liberty, NY SAL Detachment. 

Second Place: Anna M. Baglio, Erie 
County American Legion Auxiliary. 

3. Publication for post with 150-
300 members (cat. B2):

First Place: Joseph J. Glovach, Plain-
view Post 1812.

Second Place: Louis Rodriguez, The 
Mail Bag, Post 632

4. Publication for post with over 
300 members (cat. B3):

First Place: Bob Stronach, First Call, 
Utica Post 229.

Second Place: Pete Hurd, Echo, 
Orchard Park Post 567. 

5. Auxiliary/SAL publication for 
any size unit (cat. B4):

First Place: Julie Harrison Klezc-
zewski, Washington Square Courier, 
Washington Square Auxiliary 1212.

6. Website (cat. C): 
First Place: Dave Burger, Orchard 

Park Post 567.

7. Editorial (cat. D1):
First Place: Dorolyn Perry, “Nation-

al Disgrace,” editorial on homeless 
women vets,  North East Post 1645.

Second Place: Gene Blamowski, 
“Scuttlebutt”, turning a proud mem-
ber’s remembrances into an editorial, 
Orchard Park Post 567. 

8. Judges Award Special Recogni-
tion: Ed Pratt, Melvin Roads Post 1231.

9. Public Relations Person of Year: 
Robert Morrill, past dept. command-
er and national PR Commission chair.

10. NYALPA $1,000 Scholarship: 
Emily Peters, photography major at 
Staten Island College, and daughter of 
2nd Dist.Cmdr. Frank & Mary Peters.

A few of 
the faces at 
the NYALPA 
awards lun-
cheon and 
business 
meeting. 
More photos, 
Page 11.

Scholarship winner Emily Peters poses with her parents, Mary and Frank Peters, and 
NYALPA Treasurer Mike Duggan (right).
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Legionnaires render a salute as the 93rd Department Convention opens July 14 at Broome County 
Veterans Memorial Arena in Binghamton. In front is Frank Carletta, District 5 Legionnaire of Year.

By Bob Stronach
Outgoing NY Depart-

ment Commander V. James 
Troiola opened the 93rd 
Annual Department Con-
vention with a nod to Le-
gionnaires around the state.

“I’m proud of our Legion 
Posts and their accomplish-
ments in their communi-
ties,” he said, noting he has 
seen local posts in action in 
his travels around the state. 

“I can’t count how many 
times I’ve been inspired by 
what you do.”  Describing 
his term as exciting, with 
an enthusiastic focus on 
membership, Troiola said 
he would “cherish the mem-
ories and friendships.” 

National Vice Com-
mander Eugene Pytka, who 
brought greetings from 
National Commander 
Jimmie Foster, encouraged 
Legionnaires attending 
the convention to think of 
themselves as teachers or 
mentors vital to the Le-
gion’s growth. “Imagine the 
amount of knowledge we 

have in this room,” he said. 
“You are the teachers!”

Legionnaire Awards 
Chair James R. Middle-
ton Jr. announced the NY 
Legionnaire of the Year 

-- Edward R. Lupian Jr. of 
Rensselaer. Lupian said he 
was humbled by the honor 
and immediately shared 
the award with people who 
had an impact on him. He 
started with “everyone from 
my post (Gerald O’Neil 
Post 1683 in Rensselaer), 
from Rensselear County, 
and from my (3rd) district.” 
He singled out a deceased 
World War II veteran, Mike 
Buker, who took him under 
his wing. He thanked the 
faculty of Legion College, 
who opened his eyes and 
ears to all things Legion. 
He pointed to Department 
Treasurer Al Goodwin Jr. 
as a mentor, and finally he 
thanked Department Public 
Relations Chair Kenneth 
Governor “for taking me 
under his wing,” especially 
since, as an old Marine, he 

was prone to prodding and 
yelling to get things done. 

“Ken would pull me aside 
and say, ‘You can’t yell and 
scream at volunteers’.”

Scouting Chairman 
Carl L. Griffith announced 
the Eagle Scout of the Year 

-- Jason Maybach of the 
Erie County community of 
Bowmansville. A member 
of Troop 85, Maybach built 
a monument honoring 
Gold Star Mothers as his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Outgoing Depart-
ment Membership Chair 
(and incoming Department 
Commander) Mike Bowen 
said he was thankful for 
four years of successful 
membership campaigns. 
A strategy of “engaging 
audiences in membership 
workshops resulted in 
enthusiasm” for member 
recruitment, he noted, and 
closed with this thought: 

“Success is not the key to 
happiness. Happiness is the 
key to success.”

Praise, Top Awards Kick Off Convention

V. James Troiola
2010-2011 Dept. Commander

Eugene Pytka
National Vice Commander

Edward R. Lupian Jr.
NY Legionnaire of Year

Jason Maybach
NY Eagle Scout of Year

Adjutant Richard Pedro offers 
observations on opening day.
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Law and Order Chair 
Charles Hill announced 
the top police, fire and 
EMT awards:

• Captain Bruce P. James 
of Wyoming County 
Sheriff ’s Department in 
Warsaw is the New York 
Corrections Officer of the 
Year. He is the jail captain, 
overseeing the day-to-day 
operation of the 80-inmate 
facility. He has been jail ad-
ministrator for 20 of his 27 
years with the department. 
He was cited for knowl-
edge of safety, security, and 
medical and behavioral 
issues -- as well as computer 
and radio technology.

• Sgt. Ralph J. Bartlett 
of Warren County Sheriff ’s 
Office in Lake George is 
the Police Officer of the 
Year. Bartlett was cited for 
supervising a pursuit of a 
man with a handgun who 
had fired five rounds into 
a home. After a 25-minute 
chase, the gunman exited 
his vehicle and fired two 
rounds at Bartlett. Despite 
being knocked back as one 
round struck him in the 
abdomen, Bartlett returned 
fire and hit the shooter. 
Other officers also shot the 
gunman, killing him before 
he could do further harm. 
Bartlett was cited for “cour-
age under fire” and “clear 
thinking even after he was 
wounded.”

• Wilbur Bailey, fire chief 
of the St. Regis Falls Fire 
Department, is the New 
York Firefighter of the Year. 
In addition to completing 
Firefighter I & II training, 
he has taken HAZMAT 
training, is a certified EMT 
and is a CPR instructor. 
Bailey coordinates an an-

nual patriotic Fourth of July 
parade and event, drawing 
visitors from a 100-mile 
radius -- and raising funds 
for much-needed firefight-
ing equipment and supplies. 
After the attacks on 9/11/01, 
he organized a group of 
firefighters to respond to 
New York City. 

• James R. Greeley, a 
retired U.S. Army sergeant 
major from Hemlock, is 
the New York Emergency 
Medical Techni-
cian of the Year. 
He is a primary 
EMT with both 
the Hemlock 
Fire Department 
and Livonia 
Volunteer Am-
bulance Squad. 
Early on, he 
served as a fire-
fighter and fire 

police captain before taking 
emergency operations and 
EMT training. Elected 
chief for 2009-2010, he was 
instrumental in promoting 
greater mutual aid coop-
eration among three fire 
departments.

• The Utica Police 
Department has been 
awarded the New York 
American Legion Service 
Award for “150 years of 
outstanding public ser-

vice.” The Utica PD, headed 
by Chief Mark Williams, 
also was cited for its work 
resulting in a reduction 
in violent crime. Last year 
Utica police responded to 
over 55,000 calls, made 
6,247 arrests, responded 
to 3,530 motor vehicle 
accidents, and wrote 8,570 
traffic summonses and 
17,780 parking tickets. The 
department set forth a plan 
to reduce violent crime in 
the City of Utica. The hard 
work of the officers paid off. 
The homicide rate dropped 
to the lowest it has been 
since 2001. Aggravated as-
saults (involving weapons) 
dropped significantly, the 
lowest since 2004. Rob-
beries also decreased, the 
lowest since 2005.

A junior shooting 
team from Middletown 
Post 151 is the New York 
State champion in the 
National American Legion 
Sporter Team Competition, 
Junior Shooting Sports 
Chair Lawrence L. Behling 
announced. 

Team member Brenda 
Hernandez also took first 
place honors in the Individ-
ual Sporter Match. Other 
team members are Adam 
Ballard, Samantha Migliori 
and Derek Savino.

Sgt. Ralph Bartlett
Police Officer of Year

James Greeley
EMT of Year

Capt. Bruce James
Corrections Officer of Year

Chief Wilbur Bailey
Firefighter of Year

Shooting champs Derek Savino, Brenda Hernandez, Adama Ballard and 
Samantha Migliori of Middletown Post 151.
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Department Historian 
Buzz Blevins helped kick 
off the second day of the 
convention by announcing 
winners of the annual His-
tory Book contest.

New Hartford Post 1376 
took first place with a book 
prepared by Larry Winfield. 
Don Nagle of Sackett-Mer-
rill Post 575 took second 
place.

Frank Carletta of Oneida 
County Legion grabbed first 
place honors in the county 
category. Second place went 
to Susanne Quirk of Erie 
County.

In the district category, 
7th District took the honors 
with Buzz Blevins’ own 
submission.

After announc-
ing that some 1,050 youth 
completed Boys State at 
SUNY Morrisville earlier in 
the month, with 61 counties 
sending delegates, Chair 
John Murphy described the 
young men as “the best of 
the best.” He also offered 
his kudos and gratitude 
to some 90 support staff 

that make the exercise in 
citizenship and leadership 
possible.

Murphy then introduced 
this year’s Boys State gover-
nor -- Scott Ferron of Malta, 
who is entering his senior 
year at Balston Spa High 
School. Calling Boys State 
an “amazing world,” Ferron 
was first elected “mayor” of 
his group and then “county 
executive” before becoming 
one of two candidates vying 
for “state governor.” 

He said he quickly 
learned that “mental 
attitude” can make the dif-
ference. Ferron, who was 
sponsored by Balston Spa 
Post 234, reported that in 
a span of two hours, the 
Boys State legislative body 
passed two bills -- to extend 
the certification process 
for teachers and to require 
drug testing for welfare 
recipients.

Outgoing New York 
Legion Auxiliary President 
Nancy Kurk was treated to 
a standing ovation as she 
entered the convention to 

present Commander Troio-
la with a $5,000 check for 
the veterans rehab program 
and to discuss her passion 
to help homeless vets. She 
announced the opening of a 
second house for homeless 
women veterans.

Oratorical Chair 
Anthony Paternostro intro-
duced this year’s New York 
oratorical champion, Steven 
J. Velardo Jr., who immedi-
ately regaled the convention 
with the opening of his win-
ning speech, “For Posterity.” 
The home-schooled youth 
from the Dutchess County 
community of Hopewell 
Junction noted that prepar-
ing for the contest made 
him realize the importance 
of exercising the right to 
vote in preserving America’s 
liberties. As Department 
champion, Velardo receives 
a $6,000 scholarship. He 
was sponsored by Manny 
Becon Post 1750. Velardo is 
active in the Civil Air Patrol, 
recently completing a term 
as cadet commander and 
representative to the Cadet 

More Awards, Guest Speakers Highlight Day 2

Buzz Blevins
Department Historian

John Murphy
Boys State chair

Scott Ferron
Boys State governor

The Veterans Memorial Arena housed the 93rd Department Convention.

Nancy Kurk
2010-11 Auxiliary President

Steven J. Velardo Jr.
NY Oratorical Champion
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Advisory Council; the 
Danbury Police Explorers; 
the 4H, and Venture Crew 
Shooting Sports Club. 

Howard Garrity, 
veterans business develop-
ment officer with the Small 
Business Adminstration of-
fice in Elmira, reported that 
the pilot program begun in 
2007 to help veterans start 
or expand a business has 
resulted in guaranteeing 
some $633 million in loans 
to nearly 8,000 veterans. He 
also pointed to entrepre-
neurial boot camps, coordi-
nated with Syracuse Univer-
sity and other colleges, that 
help veterans, women vets 
and family care-givers of 
disabled veterans to launch 
a business career. He urged 
posts to get the word out to 
returning veterans.

With a mission of fos-
tering a strong image of the 
Legion, Department Public 
Relations Chair Kenneth 
Governor reported on a se-
ries of seminars at the Mid-
Winter Conference aimed 
at providing tools for good 
PR and journalism. He then 
presented the Department 
PR Award to Bob Stronach 
of Utica Post 229, citing his 
newsletter and website work 
at the post level as well as 
his contribution to the De-
partment’s PR program.

Dennis Oliver of 
Charles Wescott Post 173 in 
Bath is the Service Officer 
of the Year, Service Officer 
Chair R. Michael Suter an-
nounced.

A service officer with 
Steuben County Veterans 
Service Agency, Oliver 

Howard Garrity
SBA Vets Rep PR Award Recipient Bob Stronach with PR Chair Ken Governor.

thanked the Department of 
New York for its training, 
calling it “the best in the 
nation.” The Air Force vet 
also said it was very hum-
bling to be honored with an 
award that his mentors have 
received. 

Employment Awards 
Chair Sandra Junker an-
nounced the top veterans 
employment reps and the 
double award-winning 
Employer of the Year.

Candela Systems Cor-
poration, a small employer 
in Somers, NY, received 
two Employer of the Year 
awards -- one for employing 
veterans and the other for 
employing older workers. 
The lighting technology and 
energy efficiency company 
has 29 employees, Junker 
said, including five veterans 
and three workers over the 
age of 55. Candela’s James 

Bernardo and Carleen Levy 
accepted the awards.

John Hetfield of 
Plattsburgh is the Local 
Veterans Employment Rep-
resentative of the Year, and 
Wayne Titterington of Tru-
mansburg is the Disabled 
Veterans Outreach Program 
Specialist of the Year.

Hetfield works out of the 
Plattsburgh Department of 
Labor office, and Tittering-
ton, out of the Department 
of Labor’s Ithaca office.

Legion posts across 
New York spent well over $1 
million on programs help-
ing 93,322 children this past 
year, reported Children and 
Youth Chairman John E. 
Konkol. Post members also 
volunteered 61,153 hours 
for children and youth. 

Konkol announced Meri-
torious Service Citations 
for Best Post Children and 
Youth Programs:

• Category I (15-99 mem-
bers): McKelton Post 350, 
Perry; 8th District.

Dennis Oliver
Service Officer of Year

Employment Awards Chair Sandra Junker introduces James Bernar-
do, president of Employer of the Year Candella Systems Corporation.

John Hetfield
Vets Employment Rep of Year

Wayne Titterington
Disabled Vet Rep of Year
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• Category II (100-299 
members): Munnsville Post 
54, Munnsville; 6th District.

• Category III (300-499 
members): Colon-Couch Post 
821, Clayton; 5th District.

• Category IV (500+ mem-
bers): West Seneca Post 735, 
West Seneca; 8th District.

Two bowlers scored 
perfect 300 games in the 
New York Legion Bowling 
Tournament, Bowling Chair 
Richard L. Milton reported. 
They were Rick Dale of Post 
406 in Boonville and Mike 
White of Post 282 in Lima.

The April-May weekend 
tournament, hosted by Tio-

Post 1244, Greenlawn.

Before going into 
recess, the convention saw 
some 20 Legionnaires line 
up to make check presenta-
tions, mostly to Fang Wong’s 
campaign fund as the 2011-
2012 national commander, 
including $3,000 from 
Wong’s home post, Kimlau 
Chinese Memorial Post 1291 
in New York City. 

A $5,000 donation for the 
American Legion Legacy 
Scholarship Fund was pre-
sented by Pat Connelly on 
behalf of the Legion Riders 
at J. E. Zaloga Post 1520 in 
Albany.

ga Post 401 in Owego, saw 
75 teams, 189 doubles, 372 
singles and 359 six-game 
combos, Milton noted. Prize 
money paid out, in addition 
to trophies, totaled $6,116.

Team winners: Team #1, 
Post 282, Lima, with Mike 
White, Jeff Endicott, Mike 
Meisenzahl, Ron Zuber 
and Ken Zuber. The team 
also grabbed the A.A. Bell 
Memorial Award for High 
Team Game.

Doubles winners: Chili 
Post 1830, with Chuck Car-
dot and Leanne Burns.

Singles winner: Robert 
Stone Jr., Post 87, Danville.

Combo winner: Jon Bohn, 

Pat Connelly presented a 
$5,000 check for the Legion 
Legacy Scholarshp Fund on 
behalf of Legion Riders at J.E. 
Zaloga Post 1520 in Albany.

evening Parade in downtown Binghamton caps day 2 of convention

The World War I era Doughboys. Rumbling roar of bikes signaled the parade’s start as Legion Riders led the way.

Auxiliary marching units populated the parade.
Yankee Doodle Band from Rensselaer (top) and 
Yonkers Fife and Drum Corps were crowd-pleasers.
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Newly elected Depart-
ment Commander W. 
Michael Bowen made a 
triumphal entrance on the 
final day of the convention 
-- after a rousing demon-
stration by banner-toting 
supporters, who wound 
their way around the con-
vention floor behind a band 
of blaring bagpipes and 
cadenced drums. He made 
his way up to the stage with 
his family in tow and de-
clared: “I am proud to serve 
this great organization, our 
God, and our country!”

He introduced some 
people sitting in the front 
row -- veterans who served 
with him on active duty -- 
and noted: “It can’t get any 
better when veterans are 
your best friends.”

Bowen also introduced a 
93-year-old World War II 
veteran, Stanley E. Ry-
chlicki from Livingston 
County, who had served 
in the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps with his dad. 
Rychlicki was inducted into 
the NY State Senate Veter-
ans Hall of Fame last year.

His focus for the year 
will be the entire American 
Legion family, Bowen said, 
noting: “Together we can 
make a difference -- and we 
will make a difference!”

The day began with 
Sons of the American 
Legion officers marching 
down the aisle and up onto 
the stage. The New York 
Detachment added 14 new 
squadrons and revitalized 
three counties, reported 
Outgoing Commander 
John Rogers. “Regarding 

New Commander Makes Triumphal Entrance on Day 3

Commander Mike Bowen makes a whirlwind entrance with wife Patty following his election and 
a rousing demonstration by supporters who circled the convention floor behind  a Pipe Band.

Legion College,” he added, 
“I am happy to report that 
we had seven graduates this 
year.” He presented $1,000 
for the Legacy Scholar-
ship Fund, and a $5,000 
check for Fang Wong’s 
fund as 2011-12 national 

commander (bringing the 
Detachment’s total fund 
contribution for the year 
to $35,000). Rogers in-
troduced a special guest, 
SAL National Commander 
David Dew, who reported 
that Sons of the Legion 

now number in excess of 
342,000 members who have 
contributed over $394,000 
for child welfare.

Then the 2011-2012 NY 
Detachment commander 
was introduced -- Greg 
“Doc” Gibbs.

John Rogers
2010-11 Detachment Cmdr.

David Dew
SAL National Commander

Greg “Doc” Gibbs
2011-12 Detachment Cmdr.
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Patrick Rourk, the 
outgoing president of the 
New York American Legion 
Press Association, present-
ed the Press Association PR 
Person of the Year Award to 
a surprised Robert Morrill, 
who chairs the National 
Public Relations Commis-
sion and who helped NY-
ALPA through the process 
of updating its bylaws and 
constitution this year.

Scholarship Chair 
John E. Murphy reported 
that 223 posts in the state 
awarded 1,106 scholarships 
totaling $348,608. Then he 
announced several scholar-
ships that were awarded at 
the convention:

• $1,000 Dr. Hanna Vuolo 
Scholarship (for a descen-
dant of a veteran) went to 
Danielle Cuddebach of 
Deruyter.

• $1,000 NY American 
Legion Press Association 
Scholarship (for delegate 
at Boys or Girls State, or 
descendant of veteran) 
went to Emily Peters of 

Staten Island, who is study-
ing photography at Staten 
Island College.

• $1,000 Samsung Schol-
arship (for veteran’s descen-
dant who attended Boys or 
Girls State) went to Vincent 
Sobkuwich of Amsterdam.

• $300 Scholarships for 
Boys State delegates going 
on to Boys Nation as sena-
tors, Alexander Davis and 
Nicholas Longo; and $200 
scholarships for Boys Nation 
alternates, Jackson Raimo 
and Michael Lynskey.

John R.Kasmer Jr., 
advisor to the JROTC pro-
gram, introduced the NY 
Department’s JROTC Cadet 
of the Year -- Cadet Lt. 
Cmdr. Kimberly Krupski 

from the Naval Jr. ROTC 
program at Southold High 
School, Southhold, NY.

Parade competition 
chairman Arthur Maggy 
announced the top march-
ing units from the conven-
tion parade that traversed 
downtown Binghamton the 
previous evening.

Categories and first place 
winners are:

1. Post Color Guard: 
Greece Post 468

2. County Color Guard: 
Seneca County.

3. District Color Guard: 
5th District

4. SAL Color Guard: SAL 
1397

5. Auxiliary Unit Color 
Guard: Unit 1151

Robert Morrill
NYALPA PR Person of Year

6. Auxiliary County 
Color Guard: Herkimer

7. Auxiliary District 
Color Guard: 4th District

8. Legion Family Color 
Guard: 6th Dist. Post 465

9. Senior Band: Post 264
10. High School or Junior 

Band: Sandy Creek
11. Pipe & Fife Band: 

Towpath

After announcements 
and routine business were 
taken care of, the delegates 
went into election mode, 
with nominations and 
voting on the 2011-2012 de-
partment leadership bring-
ing the convention to a close 
-- but not before Bowen 
donned the white hat of 
department commander.

c/Lt. Cmdr. Kimberly Krupski
NY Cadet of the Year

W. Michael Bowen
Department Commander

The Tonawanda Post 264 Senior Band and the Towpath Volunteers took first place ribbons in the Convention Parade.
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